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SECRET KHARTOUM 0722 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, ET, SU 

SUBJECT: NIMEIRI COMMENTS ON SITUATION IN ETHIOPIA 

1 . DURING RELAXED PRIVATE SESSION AT HIS HOME EVENING 
MARCH 5, NIMEIRI TOLD ME HE CONTINUES TO BE CONCERNED RE 
ETHIOPIAN SITUATION. HE CLAIMED THERE HAD RECENTLY 
BEEN MORE KILLINGS IN ADDIS WHICH HE CHARACTERIZED AS 
ENTIRELY CONTRARY BASIC HUMAN RIGHTS. MEANWHILE, 

EDU HAD MOUNTED MAJOR ATTACK FIVE DAYS AGO AGAINST 
METEMMA. BUILDINGS HAD BEEN SET FIRE BUT ATTACKERS 
HAD THEN WITHDRAWN TO AVOID POSSIBILITY EPMG 
RETALIATORY AIR STRIKES. NIMEIRI THOUGHT ETHIOPIANS 
REMAINING METEMMA LACKED FOOD AND SHELTER AND CANNOT 
EXPECT SIGNIFICANT NEW AIR DROPS. AS RESULT, THEY 
ARE NOW CONSIDERING SEEKING REFUGE IN SUDAN, WHILE SOME OF 
EPMG TROOPS MAY ELECT GO OVER TO EDU. 

2. 1 RECALLED PRESIDENT HAD TOLD ME EARLY JANUARY 
THAT HE HAD BEEN WORKING TO UNIFY ERITREAN ELEMENTS 
AND ASKED RE STATUS. PRESIDENT RESPONDED THAT HE 
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HAD JUST SEEN ITEM IN HIS INTELLIGENCE BRIEFING 
REPORTING THAT THE ' TWO SIDES" (PRESUMABLY ELF AND 
PLF) HAD AGREED TO REUNITE AS RESULT RECENT DIS- 
CUSSIONS INSIDE ERITREA. HE HAD MEANT TO ASK FOR 
DETAILS BUT HAD SO FAR BEEN TOO BUSY TO DO SO. 

NIMEIRI ADDED THAT HE UNDERSTOOD ERITREANS WERE 
BUSY ORGANIZING NEW ATTACK AGAINST ONE OR TWO OF FIVE 
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ERITREAN TOWNS REMAINING IN EPMG HANDS. THIS MIGHT 
EXPLAIN DELAY IN RECEIPT DETAILS KHARTOUM RE POSSIBLE 
UNIFICATION STEPS. 

3. NIMEIRI WAS SHRPLY CRITICAL MENGISTU REGIME, 

CLAIMING SUDAN, AND HIMSELF PERSONALLY, HAD BECOME 
MAIN TARGET EPMG PROPAGANDA. I REMINDED HIM 
SUDANESE MEDIA HAD ALSO STEPPED UP ATTACKS VERSUS 
EPMG WHILE OMDURMAN RADIO NOW REPEAT NOW CARRYING 
BROADCASTS IN NAME ERITREAN GUERRILLA MOVEMENT. 

NIMEIRI READILY ADMITTED THIS WAS SO BUT CLAIMED 

THIS REPRESENTED REACTION TO HARD LINE INITIATED BY 
MENGISTU. 

4. COMMENT. NIMEIRI'S COMMENTS SUGGEST THAT 
METEMMA HAS BEEN NEUTRALIZED AND LIKELY SOON TO 
BE ABANDONED. IF SO, THAT WILL LEAVE VIRTUALLY NO 
SIGNIFICANT INHABITED LOCALITY INSIDE ETHIOPIA 

UNDER EPMG CONTROL ON SUDAN/ETHIOPIAN BORDER FROM METEMMA NORTH 
TO RED SEA. SUCH DEVELOPMENT, PLUS REPORTED MOVE TOWARD UNITY 
ON PART TWO MAIN ERITREAN FACTIONS, COULD SPELL 
YET FURTHER DIFFICULTIES FOR HARD PRESSED ADDIS 
REGIME. BREWER 
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